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RSS is a way to have content from your favorite Internet resources come to you, as opposed to you 
visiting each site on a regular basis in case there is something new. RSS, really simple syndication, uses 
behind the scenes code, which is referred to as a feed. Using a reader, or aggregator, you can subscribe 
to this feed.   
 
For instance, say you've found 20 or 30 sites that interest you. Finding the time to click through to those 
sites on a regular basis is impossible. The aggregator checks the sites you subscribe to, usually every 
hour, and it collects all the new content. 
 
You may already subscribe to some newsletters or discussion groups and receive updates via email. But 
RSS works so much better. It won’t collect spam, ads, or virus. Everything in your aggregator is 
something you want to read because you subscribed to it.  
 
For educators, the potential significance of RSS is huge. In the classroom, teachers who have students 
create their own blogs can subscribe to their students’ feeds. School or classroom websites published on 
a blogging platform would allow parents to subscribe. Committees could use blogs to post agendas and 
minutes. All interested staff members could subscribe and received updates in their readers.   
 
Some other applications for RSS include: 

·  Google Docs are great for collaborating on a document. If you look at the Share tab, in the blue 
box on the right you will find a link for View RSS Feed of Document Changes. By using this 
button to subscribe to a document, I notified of any changes made by collaborators in my reader.  

·  Google Calendar is the same, go to calendar details, in the calendar address box, you will find 
an orange xml button 

·  To subscribe in Wikispaces, click the Notify Me tab to find the orange buttons for subscribing to 
page edits and the discussion for that wiki page. 

·  Subscribe to a search for the appropriate key words and your reader will search once an hour for 
new content.   

·  Shoppers can subscribe to your Ebay custom search, or to the Target circular.  
·  Use the Track packages option at Bloglines.  
·  Bloglines also provides a weather feed that you can customize for the location of your choice. 
·  I now use an online registration forms for my tech workshops. It provides an RSS feed so that 

when anyone submits a completed form, I receive notification in my reader.  
·  You can even subscribe to Delicious bookmarks from a particular user, tagged with a particular 

word, or most popular. 
·  Flickr  provides feeds for photos of another flickr member or photos tagged with a particular 

word.  
·  YouTube provides RSS feeds for users, tags, Recently Added, Top Favorites, and more. 
·  Use Travelocity to subscribe to a feed that provides quotes based on your dates of departure, 

number of passengers, and so on. 
·  Daily Lit  brings books to your RSS reader, in convenient small feeds that take less than 5 

minutes to read.  
·  You can subscribe to movie reviews, box office charts, dvd releases, etc at movie.com.  
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·  There is an rss feed for iTunes that allows you to set your music preferences for genre and more. 
·  The Food Network has a feed.  
·  Track your sports team on ESPN. 
·  Looking to buy some real estate. Subscribe and let the property come to you. 
·  Track your stock quotes from the convenience of your reader.  
·  Subscribing to a podcast is another way you can use your Bloglines reader. But I prefer to use 

iTunes since I have an Ipod.  
�

����������
Bloglines is a web-based RSS aggregation system that checks the feed every hour for changes or 
additions.  
�

������������������	���
�

 
1. Navigate to Bloglines at 

http://www.bloglines.com/ 
2. Click the Sign up now It’s 

free! link in the middle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Complete the fields 
on the next screen and 
click the Register 
button. 
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4. This screen will be displayed. 

Notice the blue box. You 
need to watch your email for 
the verification message.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. When you receive the email, click the provided link to validate your email address for your new 
Bloglines account. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. After clicking the link in the email message, you will be taken to the Quick Pick Directory. 
Scroll through Today’s most popular subscriptions on the right. 

7. If you see something you are interested in, check it’s box.  
8. Click the + signs next to the Quick Picks topics on the left to view the recommended 

subscriptions. 
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9. Check the boxes for any subscriptions that look interesting. 
10. When you have selected a few, click the Subscribe to My Selections button.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At any time you can return to the Quick Pick Subscriptions by accessing the Feeds Tab, click the 
Add link, then choosing Quick Pick Subscriptions. 
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1. View all your subscriptions by clicking on the Feeds tab in the 

pane on the left.  
2. View new content by clicking a Feed’s Title. If a feed title is bold 

and has a number by it, it has new articles. The number indicates 
how many new articles. 

 
 

3. Once you view a feed, the new articles will no longer appear. If 
want to store a particular item, under the article summary: 
·  click the Keep New checkbox to keep the item in your My 

Feeds folder  
·  click the Email this to send the item to yourself or someone 

else 
·  click the link Clip/Blog to add the posting to your Clippings tab 

 
·  You can also use the drop down menu for “Display items within the last    to 

display articles again. 
 
I like to store all my online resources in one place, my delicious account. If you have an online 
bookmarking account, you can click the title of an article in the main pain to open the webpage for that 
article. Then you can tag in your delicious this web resource.  

�
���������  
Clippings allow you to save particular articles. 

·  To view a previously saved clip, open the Clippings tab and click on 
an item.  

·  You can sort and organize your Clippings just like you can organize 
your feeds.  

·  Delete an item by clicking on the Delete Clip link in the pane.  
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I first use my reader to pull in content that I am already accessing. For example, KY3 
and the Newsleader are 2 sites to which I subscribe by using their provided chicklets. 
Does your building have a blog you can subscribe to?  
� �

�������
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Bloglines button 

1. If you see a Bloglines button on a site that you would 
like to subscribe to you can click it.  

2. It will take you to Bloglines where you can log in if necessary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Sometimes the reader finds multiple 
feeds for one site. If necessary, look for 
the feed that shows the most 
subscriptions and check the box for it.  

4. Choose a folder. 
5. Set your Display Preferences. 
6. If you use Bloglines Notifier you can 

check this box. 
7. If you plan to download your feeds to 

mobile devices such as a handheld or 
phone check the Displayed in Mobile 
box. 

8. Set the Access to Public or Private. 
9. Click the Subscribe button. 
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Other RSS Buttons Available 
When you locate a website that has RSS feed buttons, but not a Bloglines button, click the orange 
RSS/XML button. Several things may happen, depending on your browser: 
 
If Bloglines is then displayed as a choice: 

1. Click the Subscribe Now, or Bloglines button. 

2. Complete the subscribing process. 
 
If a sample of the feed, or a page of code is displ ayed: 

1. Copy the web address at the top.  

 
2. Open your Bloglines account.  
3. Under the Feeds tab click the Add link.  
4. Paste in the web address from you clipboard. 
5. Click the Subscribe button. 

6. Complete the subscription process. 
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In addition to Bloglines RSS Directory, there are others that will help you locate a feed including. On 
the Fusion: RSS webpage, check out the links in the Locating Feeds row.   
�

���������������������������
You can use one of your existing subscriptions to find more.  

1. Click on it in the Feeds pane to select it.  
2. Then in the main pane click the related feeds link for suggestions for other feeds. 

 

 
�
���� !!!�

1. In the Additional Features section click the Top 1000 link. This will 
display the 1000 most subscribe to feeds at Bloglines.  

2. Click on a feed to read a sample. You can choose to subscribe if 
interested. 

�
�
�
�
�

"	����#�����	
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��������
Bloglines provide many resources for locating subscriptions.  

1. Click the Add link in the Feeds pane.  
2. Then click the Quick Pick Subscriptions in the main pane. This displays those same choices 

you saw when you first created your account. 
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1. Click the Search tab in the main pane.  
2. Enter a keyword.  
3. Use the drop down menu to choose: posts, feeds, citations, or the web. I usually choose feeds.  
4. Click the Search button. 

5. When viewing the search results you can pause your cursor over the Preview feed and another 
window will open displaying a preview of what you will receive.  

6. Click the Subscribe to feed link to add it to your feeds. 
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1. Click the Add link the Feeds pane. 
2. Choose Package Tracking from the menu in the main pane. 
3. Enter the tracking number in the correct carrier’s box. 
4. Click the Track It! Button. 

 

 
 
 

$�����
�
1. Click the Add link the Feeds pane. 
2. Choose Weather from the menu in the main pane. 
3. Enter the appropriate zip code. 
4. Click the Subscribe button. 

 

 

�
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Bloglines Saved Searches deliver future articles matching your key words and phrases.  

1. Click the Add link in the Feeds pane. 
2. Click the Search link in the top menu. 
3. Enter your keywords in the box.  

 
 

4. If the displayed results look appropriate, click the Bloglines link under Subscribe to this Search 
on the right.  

 
�

�	
��
�
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Podcasts are typically audio shows. Some are professionally produced, like talk shows and music 
broadcasts, while others are less formal daily diaries and running commentary between friends.  
 

When you subscribe to a podcast in Bloglines, each podcast update has a text note 
accompanied by an enclosure icon that links to the audio podcast file. Simply click on 
the play button to start playing podcast.  
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Click the Edit  link under the Feeds tab. 
�
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·  Single-click to select  
·  Ctrl-click to select multiple  
·  Shift-click to select range 

�������%��
������'��	�
·  After selecting the appropriate 

feeds, use the Choose 
Operation drop down menu. 

·  Click the Submit button. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

���
��
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·  To reorder, drag and drop into place 

(�)������
�
·  Click New 

Folder to create a new folder to organize 
your feeds. 

���������������
·  Click on a feed title and 

click the Trash link to delete the feed 
subscription. 

*�����������������
·  Double-click to edit details, such as name, 

folder, and privacy.  

*+���*����'����
·  Click the (Finished) link at the top. 
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1. Click the Options link under the feed tab. 
2. Set your Preferences. 
3. Click the Save Changes button at the bottom. 

 
 
 

����	����������
Click the Account link at the top right. You then have access to list of menu choices in the main pane: 
Basics, Blog Setting, User Profile, Feed Options, Publisher Tools, and Developer Tools. 
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People can view your public subscriptions on the Bloglines web site. Refer people to the following 
URL:  

http://www.bloglines.com/public/username 
 
First, to enable sharing, you must make sure that your profile allows sharing. Once sharing is enabled, 
all of your subscriptions and folders become public. 

1. Click Account and then Blog Settings. 
2. For Show My Blogroll click Yes, publish my Blogroll. 
3. Click the Save Changes button. 
 

 

 
 

�
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Bloglines free email accounts allow people to receive email 
newsletter subscriptions within their MyBloglines page. 
This helps to reduce traffic through your primary email 
inbox and helps to contain the spam menace. When you 
unsubscribe from a Bloglines email subscription, the email 
address disappears.  
 

��)������(������
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Want to automatically be notified when your Bloglines 
account has new items to read? Bloglines provides notifiers 
that make it easy to be notified when your subscriptions 
have new items. It places a small icon in your system tray 
which changes to indicate when you have new items.  

1. In the Navigation Pane, click the Download 
Notifier  under Additional Features. 

2. Click the link for Microsoft Windows Notifier  to 
download the file. 

3. After downloading, double click the file to install. 
4. You will need to enter the email address you use to 

log into Bloglines. To do so, after the notifier is 
running, right click on the icon to bring up the 
preferences window.  

 
*�����	
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�
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To subscribe to the blog or site you're currently viewing in your browser, just click the Sub with 
Bloglines button from your Browser’s link menu.  
 

1. On the Feeds tab, under Additional Features, click the link for Easy Subscribe Bookmarklet. 

2. To install the button, right click on this button and select the Add to 
Favorites link. You may see a warning dialog -- click OK to continue.  

 
�-����$����
The Image Wall is comprised of dynamically generated images from user feeds and may contain 
material of an explicit sexual nature or other adult content. 
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Playlists lets you create short groupings of feeds to access from your main list. Create as many as you 
like, change them, even delete them--all without changing your original "tree" of feeds. You could have 
one Bloglines account with separate playlists: one for each family member; one for home and school; 
etc. 
 

1. In the Navigation pane, click the 
Playlists tab.  

2. Click the Add link . 
3. In the Main pane, enter a Playlist 

Name. 
4. Click the boxes to next to the Feed 

titles to select them for this 
playlist. Use the + signs to view 
any folder contents. 

5. If you want this to be the first thing 
you see every time you launch 
Bloglines, then select the Set As 
Default box.   

6. Click the Create button, or the 
Create & Add Another button. 

 
Pictured below is Glimpse View. In the Main Pane, you can click on a feeds title and drag it to 
rearrange. Click on one of your Feeds in your Navigation Pane and you'll see the complete posts for that 
feed.  
 

 
 
Clicking the List View changes the display in the Main Pane to a list of complete posts for all of your 
feeds. 
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Click this tab in the Main Pane to view the available Forums. 
 

�

�
����	�������������  
����
����-��#���)�
� �

1. Navigate to the Bloglines web site and click the Log In link in the top right corner. 
2. Click the Forgot your password? link.  
3. You will be required to enter the email address that you used to register with Bloglines. Your 

password will be emailed to that address.  

 
��(�.�
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You can have Bloglines send you another validation email. Log into the web site. On the My Account 
page, you will be given the option to have another validation email sent to you. If you are not receiving 
validation emails, check to make sure that the email address you registered with Bloglines is correct.  
 
 
 
 


